LEARNING MORE AROUT

GIVSEPPE VERDI

Born: October 10, 1813
Died: January 27, 1901

Giuseppe Verdi was born in the Italian town of Le Roncole. He showed an
interest in music at an early age and his father, though only a poor grocer,
made sure that he received music lessons. A generous and wealthy local
merchant helped pay for this training.

Verdi was one of the world’s greatest opera composers and was honored
and adored by opera fans throughout the world. His works are known for
their dramatic power. Perhaps this is because he was involved in some very
exciting events during his lifetime. Verdi lived in Italy during the rise of
Italian Nationalism. He was a champion of this cause, and sometimes wove
politics and yearnings for independence into his works. His name was even
used as a revolutionary symbol; V E R D I are the first letters of the phrase,
“Vittorio Emanuele, Re d'Italia,” which translates to “Victor Emanuel, King of
Italy.” This man was the person the Italians wanted as their ruler. Little did
the ruling Austrians know that when the Italians shouted “Viva Verdi” they
were talking politics, not music.

Unlike many composers, Verdi was an old man when he died at 87, and was
rich and famous during his lifetime.

Did you know?

Verdi wrote a total of 28 operas. Aida was one of his last, premiering in 1871.
Have you ever seen an opera? It is a very grand stage production in which
the story is told entirely through music. Dramatic tales, beautiful costumes,
elaborate scenery and unique props are all part of such performances. All
parts of an opera are sung, and a solo piece within an opera is called an aria.
A talented diva (a female opera singer) inspires an audience as almost no
other musician can and often brings down the house with with shouts of
“Brava! Braval” after a particularly beautiful and moving performance.
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Letls Aida is set in ancient Egypt. Its plot centers around Rhadames, a captain in the Egyptian guard, and two women,

Investigate!

LIFE IN ANCIENT EGYPT

Aida and Amneris. Amneris is the daughter of the Pharaoh, the leader of Egypt; Aida is a slave, or servant.
Unknown to others is the fact that she is also the daughter of the King of Ethiopia.

Use the internet Diet/Food
and other books to
help you research
about life in
ancient Egypt. Use

Education

this sheet to help
you gather
information about
this unique
civilization.
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Send us your art and we may post it on our Classics
for Kids website for you to share with others.
Our address is:
Activity Page prepared by: Glo Ramirez

Classics for Kids ¢c/o WGUC
1223 Central Parkway
Cincinnati, OH 45214

Or E-mail us at classicsforkids@wguc.org
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