
Born: June 10, 1810  Died: July 29, 1856

Robert Schumann’s father was an author and book dealer in Zwickau, the German
town where Schumann was born. Robert grew up with books all around him, so he
fell in love with books and writing. Robert also fell in love with music. As a kid, he took
piano, flute and cello lessons, and also started composing.

When he was a teenager, Schumann still wasn’t sure whether he wanted to be a
writer or a composer when he grew up. But after heading off to the University of
Leipzig to study law, he knew he didn’t want to be a lawyer. In Leipzig, Schumann
took piano lessons with a teacher named Friedrich Wieck, whose star pupil was his
daughter Clara. Robert Schumann and Clara Wieck, they both shared a big love for
music, and that brought them together. Clara’s father absolutely refused to let them
get married. It took years — and a court battle with Clara’s father — before Robert
and Clara Schumann could finally get married.

The whole year following their wedding, Schumann was so in love that he couldn’t
stop composing songs. That became known as Schumann’s Year of Song. Schumann
then went off on a couple of other year-long binges. The next year, he worked on
three out of his four numbered symphonies, and the following year was Schumann’s
year for chamber music — pieces written for small groups of instruments.

Even though a hand injury kept Schumann from becoming a concert pianist, there
was still a famous pianist in the house — his wife Clara. She gave the first
performance of many of his pieces, including his piano concerto. When Robert
wanted to teach his children how to play the piano, he found the music available to
be either too hard or too boring. So, he composed his own pieces for them and
created the Album for the Young
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Schumann’s wife was name_________________________. 
Schumann composed for this keyboard instrument _______________.
Schumann was a composer during the ___________________ period. 

(Answers: 1.Clara), 2.Piano, 3.Romantic




