LET’S LEARN MORE AROUT

GIOAGHINO ROSSINI

Born: February 29, 1792
Died: November 13, 1868

Gioachino Rossini is the most famous Italian composer of his time. In his day, no
one wrote operas better than he. Like many musicians, Rossini learned about
music from his parents. His father played the horn and the trumpet; his mother
was an opera singer. Rossini learned to sing and play the piano and horn at an
early age. Because of his parents, he also learned a lot about opera. As a young
man, he also studied composition and counterpoint, courses that prepared him
well for writing opera.

An opera is a grand stage production in which the story is told entirely with
music. Dramatic plots, beautiful costumes and elaborate scenery and props are
all part of an opera production. Professional performers take the parts of the
main characters and sing all their lines.

Rossini wrote his first opera in 1810, and over his life, he created 40 more of
these musical stories! Among his most famous are The Barber of Seville, La
Cenerentola (Cinderella), and An Italian in Algiers. His last opera, William Tell, was
written when he was only 37 years old. This work is based on the legend of a
Swiss hero (see the story below).

After William Tell, Rossini, for unknown reasons, simply stopped composing
operas. During the rest of his lifetime, he wrote only a few other minor works for
his friends and the church. He eventually retired to Paris, where he enjoyed
celebrity status and retirement. He died there at the age of 76.

How old was Rossini when he wrote his first opera?
a)18 Db)25 «¢)30

What is one of Rossini’s most famous operas?

a) The Magic Flute b) William Tell c) The Nutcracker
What did Rossini love almost as much as music?

a) Painting b) Cooking c¢) Dancing
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Design your own opera costume

In Rossini’s time, operas were full of colorful costumes and big performances. Imagine
you are creating your own opera character. Draw a costume for them!

Will your character be a brave knight, a clever barber, or a magical princess? Draw what they would wear in your opera.
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Send us your art and we may post it on our Classics Classics for Kids c/o WGUC } c‘dSSICS
for Kids website for you to share with others. 1223 Central Parkway o <
Our address is: Cincinnati, OH 45214 v k lds®
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