GETTING TO KNOW
FRANZ SCHURERT

Born: January 31, 1797 | Died: November 19, 1828

Franz Schubert was born in Vienna, Austria to a very musical family. Franz
learned to play several instruments and sang very well. When he was 10, he
was accepted at the Imperial and Royal Seminary, which trained boys for the
Court Chapel Choir. That choir still exists today as the Vienna Boys' Choir.

Schubert’s father was a schoolmaster and expected his son to become a
teacher in his school. But Franz didn't last long at that job—he was much
more interested in writing music than paying attention to a classroom full of
kids.

Schubert’s first symphonies were written for his school orchestra and for
friends of the family who used to get together to play. When Schubert gave
up teaching, he moved in with his friends who encouraged him to compose.
He spent the rest of his short life doing what made him happy...writing
music.

In addition to symphonies, Schubert also wrote piano, choral, and chamber
music. His Marche Militaire is an example of music he wrote for piano four
hands, or music composed for two people at one keyboard. However, he is
probably most famous for composing over 600 songs for voice and piano.
Schubert was a master at setting poetry to music and bringing the story to

life.
MATCH X MATCH

Draw a line to match the song title to the type of
story the music tells.

Song Title: Story Type:
The Trout 1.A scary story about a father and son
A ', 4 The Erlking 2.A beautiful song based on a prayer
) C‘qss.::lcs Ave Maria 3.A fun song about a fish
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Fill-in-the-Blank Biography

Franz Schubert was born in (1) and came from a very musical family. His father was a

(2), but Franz loved (3) more than teaching. At 10 years old, Franz was accepted

into the Vienna Boys’ (4), which still exists today! He wrote his first (5) for his

school orchestra and later wrote over (6) songs. Schubert was great at setting
(7) to music, and he also wrote music for the (8).

Write a Short Poem and Compose Music

Schubert loved setting poetry to music. Now it’s your turn! Write a short poem and then imagine the type of
music that would go along with it. What instruments would you use to bring your poem to life with music?

5
>N
)
n
1
-
o
>=

ro2
A °
\ C|aSS|CS Classics for Kids ¢c/o WGUC
° < Send us your art and we may post it on our Classics 1223 Central Parkway
v I S® for Kids website for you to share with others. Cincinnati, OH 45214
o p Our address is: Or E-mail us at classicsforkids@wguc.org
Jj Activity Page prepared by: Glo Ramirez




