LET'S MEET ZOLTAN KODALIC

Born: December 16,1882 Died: March 6,1967

Zoltan Kodaly spent a great deal of his life collecting and studying the folk
songs of his country, Hungary. He was famous as a composer and a teacher
who created a new way to teach music to kids. His system bcame known as
the Kodaly Method. It is still used to day by instructors around the world.

Kodaly’'s life-long interest in folk music began early. His parents were both
amateur musicians, and as a boy he learned to play the violin, viola, piano
and cello. He performed in his school orchestra and at home with his
parents.

Because Kodaly's father worked with the Hungarian Railway System, Zoltan
was able to travel around and learn about the music in different parts of his
country. As an adult, he continued traveling around Hungary to collect and
study Hungarian folk music. He wanted to preserve it so that today’s
children could enjoy it as much as he had. Much of his music was based on
the folk songs that he collected on his travels.

Kodaly’s most popular work is a suite of music from his opera, Hary Janos.
Hary Janos was a real man who liked to sit around at the village inn telling
tall tales about his youth. One of those tales had him defeating Napoleon'’s
army all by himself. In the “Viennese Musical Clock,” he’'s remembering the
clock that struck noon at the court of the Austrian emperor.

The Kodaly Method

The Kodaly Method is a system for teaching music to children from the
time they are born until adulthood. Kodaly thought the voice was the
center of everything musical, so singing plays a big role in his system. The
next time you’re singing in music class, remember Zoltan Kodaly, the man
who wanted to teach children to love music.
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About timel

Listen to “Viennese Musical Clock.” Can you hear the chiming bells? Color The music sounds like a
the clocks that could make that sound. Then circle the objects that can mechanical musical clock which

help you keep track of the time but can't tell you the time of the day. instrument families are used to
achieve this?:

JOKES:

1. How do clocks sneeze? \Watch-oo.
2.Why was the clock called to the principal’s office? |t was tocking too much.
3.What did the clock say to the metronome after his stand-up routine? The jokes need some work, but your timing is impeccable.
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Send us your art and we may post it on our Classics 1223 Central Parkway

v k ids =~ for Kids website for you to share with others. Cincinnati, OH 45214
o p ® Our address is: Or E-mail us at classicsforkids@wguc.org
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