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LET'S LEARN MORE AROUT

PIOTR ILYICH TCHAIKOVSKY

Born: May 7, 1840 Died: November 6, 1893

Piotr (or Peter, as we would say in English) Ilyich Tchaikovsky was born in Votinsk, a
town in Russia’s Ural Mountains. When he was 8 years old, his family moved to the capital
city of St. Petersburg. Although Tchaikovsky was a good musician as a child, this wasn’t
considered an “acceptable profession; so his parents made him study law instead. Even in
law school, however, the young composer continued to pursue music. Eventually he gave
up his legal job to attend the St. Petersburg Conservatory.

After graduation, Tchaikovsky moved to Moscow to teach at the new music conservatory
there. It is now named after him. Although he composed music in many different styles,
Tchaikovsky is most famous for his ballets. Maybe you've heard or seen some of them;
they include Sleeping Beauty, Swan Lake, and The Nutcracker.

The Nutcracker is a story written by a German, E.T.A. Hoffman. Tchaikovsky was hired in
1891 by the St. Petersburg Opera to write music for a ballet based on this tale. Initially, he
did not like the idea of setting the work around a children’s Christmas party. Luckily, the
choreographers were able to convince him to keep this setting. The Nutcracker debuted
on December 17, 1892, in the Mariinsky Theatre, the home of the Kirov Ballet. It was not
performed outside of Russia until 1934. Since then, it has been one of the most popular
ballets of all time.

The Nutcracker is a holiday fairy tale about a young girl Clara, and her favorite Christmas
gift, a nutcracker. During her family’s holiday party, Clara’s brother breaks this toy.
Godfather Drosselmeyer uses his special powers to repair it. Later that night, Clara is
awakened by the sound of scurrying mice, who have come to attack her and the
nutcracker. Magically, the toy comes to life and fights off the animals. Once the Mouse
King is defeated, the spell that has been cast over the nutcracker is broken and it is
revealed to be a handsome prince.

This prince then takes Clara to his Kingdom of Sweets, where he shows her all of its
delights. The “Dance of the Reed Pipes” and the "“Russian Dance” are two of the
performances seen in this special place. Men in flowing shirts and red breeches most often
dance the “Russian Dance.” The “Dance of the Reed Pipes” is usually performed by three
people dressed as shepherdesses. The trill of the flutes and the music of the woodwinds
help create its dainty scene.



Color the images in the squares. Glue them to card stock or
construction paper. Carefully cut the squares. Find a second
player, flip the cards down on a flat surface, shuffle them, and take
turns finding a match. Playing alone? Make it more fun by timing
yourself to see how fast you can match all your cards!

Your Style

Listen to the Nutcracker. Pick your favorite
moment and capture it inside the snowglobe. °
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