
Ludwig van Beethoven was born in Born, Germany. His father, who was a
singer, was his first teacher. After a while, even though he was still only a
boy, Ludwig became a traveling performer, and soon he was supporting his
family. 

In his early twenties, Beethoven moved to Vienna, where he spent the rest of
his life. Beethoven was one of the first composers to make a living without
being employed by the church or a member of the nobility. At first, he was
known as a brilliant pianist, but when he was around 30 years old Beethoven
began going deaf. Even though he could no longer hear well enough to play
the piano, Beethoven composed some of his best music after he lost his
hearing!

Beethoven is considered one of the greatest musical geniuses who ever
lived. He may be most famous for his nine symphonies, but he also wrote
many other kinds of music: chamber and choral pieces, piano works, string
quartets, and an opera.
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Beethoven slowly lost his hearing until he became totally deaf in
1812. This means that he never heard his seventh, eighth, or ninth
symphonies.
The third largest crater on Mercury is named in his honor, as is the
main-belt asteroid 1815 Beethoven.
Beethoven's music features twice on the Voyager Golden Record.

Did you know?
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Beethoven wrote a humorous tribute to his friend Johann Nepomuk Maelzel, who helped perfect and promote the
metronome. The metronome is a device that marks exact time by the beats of a pendulum. It gave composers a way
to specify precise tempos for their music. Listen closely and you will hear the playful ticking from the woodwinds
throughout most of the second movement.

The world is full of music if we take the time to hear it. Music is based on a steady beat. This beat can be fast or slow.
The beat can change, but it must be there or we are lost in the music. Name five everyday items that have a steady
beat. Name some everyday items that have a steady beats.

Draw in your style Draw a picture inspired by Beethoven.
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