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GEORGES BIZETGEORGES BIZET
 Born: October 25, 1838
 Died: June 3, 1875

Georges Bizet was born in Paris, France. Both his parents were musicians, and they
actually wanted their son to become a composer when he grew up! Bizet loved
music, but he also loved to read books. His parents wound up hiding his books so
that he would spend more time on his music.

When Georges was 10 years old, his father enrolled him in the Paris Conservatory.
While there, he wrote his only symphony, but it wasn’t performed until many years
after he died. Bizet graduated from the Conservatory with awards in both
composition and piano. 

Bizet also composed operas, the most famous of which is Carmen. When Carmen
first opened in Paris, the reviews were terrible. Many critics said there were no
good tunes in it, so audiences stayed away. During the first round of Carmen
performances, Bizet died. He was only 36. Four months later, Carmen opened in
Vienna, Austria, and was a smash hit. It is now one of the most popular operas ever
written. Bizet never knew that audiences would come to consider it his
masterpiece.

Bizet was also very good at writing dramatic music. The music he wrote for the play
L’Arlesienne (The Girl from Arles) is still enjoyed today, especially the “Farandole”
from the L’Arlesienne Suite No.2. A farandole is a dance from Provence, an area in
Southern France. Bizet used two traditional French tunes in his “Farandole.” One is
a dance; the other is the “March of the Kings,” a traditional French Christmas Carol.

3 FACTS
He came from a family of Musicians.
He first learned Music from his Parents.
He was admitted to the Paris Conservatoire at the age of 9.
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DRAW A
FARANDOLE.

A farandole is a dance where participants hold hands, it was created in Provence, an area in Southern France. Use
the puzzle space to draw how you picture a farandole. Glue your art to the card stock or construction paper (this
will help your puzzle to be sturdy) Cut the pieces and have a family member or a friend put them together.
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Send us your art and we may post it on our Classics
for Kids website for you to share with others.
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You might need:

pencil

crayons

scissors

Adult 
Supervision

card stock or
construction

paper

glue stick
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