
Born: March 31, 1732 Died: May 31, 1809

Franz Joseph Haydn was born in 1732 in the small village of Rohrau, Austria.
Taught at first by a relative, he joined the original Vienna Boy’s Choir at the age of
eight, where he learned how to read and perform music. As a composer, he was
largely self-taught. Haydn is known as the “father of the symphony” because he
helped to create and perfect this musical form. During his lifetime, Haydn
composed 104 symphonies! 

Haydn was employed for most of his life by the Esterházys, a family of wealthy
Hungarian princes who lived in Vienna. While the system of patronage, under
which a composer was an employee required to do as his master wished, could be
restrictive, it did assure a regular income and guaranteed that new works would be
both written and performed. In Haydn’s case, it also gave him an opportunity to
experiment and to try out his music with an excellent small orchestra. 

In 1766, Prince Nikolaus Esterházy built a magnificent summer castle, which he
named Esterháza. The prince loved to entertain his family and friends there, and
Haydn and his orchestra accompanied him on these visits. However, the musicians
were not allowed to bring their wives and families along. 

One trip to Esterháza lasted much longer than usual, and the musicians became
very homesick. They lived in cramped quarters, missed their loved ones and
wanted desperately to return to Vienna. This situation inspired Haydn, who loved a
good joke, to write one of his most famous symphonies, which is nicknamed “The
Fare Well.” As each musician finished his part in the last movement of the work—
and some played for a very short time!—he snuffed out the candle lighting his
music and left the stage. First went the horn and oboe, then the bassoon, the
double bass and so on. By the end of the performance, there were only two
violinists left. Prince Nikolaus took the hint because everyone packed up and left
the estate the next day!
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Name The
instrument

On this page you will find some illustrations of instruments, can you name them all? Use a different
color to  divide instruments into four families: woodwinds, brass, percussion, and strings.


