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Aaron Copland was one of America’s most famous composers. Born in
Brooklyn, New York, he went to France as a teenager to study music with the
well-known teacher Nadia Boulanger. While he started out traditionally, his
style of composition soon became very “American.”

Some of his most famous works are his ballets, which include Billy the Kid,
Rodeo, and Appalachian Spring. Copland wrote Billy the Kid, a work about
the wild west, in 1928. When his friend, the choreographer Agnes De Mille,
asked him to write another cowboy ballet a few years later, he at first
refused. De Mille did not give up, however, and Copland finally agreed to
compose the work. The music he wrote was perfect for this story about a
cowgirl who dresses as a cowboy to impress the head wrangler on the
ranch.

The word “hoe-down” has many meanings. It can be used to describe a
lively dance, the music played for this dance, or a party where people come
together to perform the dance. 

Copland also wrote music for movies, including scores for Of Mice and Men,
The Red Pony, and Our Town. One of his best-known pieces, Fanfare for the
Common Man, was commissioned by the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra.
Aaron Copland believed that simple tunes could be beautiful. We know he
was right when we listen to his great music

Born: November 14, 1900 Died: December 2, 1990

Copland and Leonard Bernstein were friends. 

The two musical icons kept up a correspondence that lasted the duration of their
lives, and relied on one another for more than just advice; they also met in
person most summers at Tanglewood, and Bernstein dedicated two of his
televised Young People’s Concerts to Copland’s music.
. 

Did you know?
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Ready, Set,
Action!

We learned that Copland wrote music for movies. During a movie, you can tell if the scene you
are watching is happy, tense or sad thanks to the music. Let's imagine that our day is part of a
movie! Use the blank spaces in the film below to draw or write moments of your day, under
each space you can write the name of a song that can help us tell how you were 
feeling during that moment. 


