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Look and Find
Scott Joplin named many of his 
compositions after natural objects 
like peaches and sunflowers. How 
many can you find?

Music Quilt
Draw, cut, and paste your own 
musical quilt squares!

• Scott Joplin's father Giles had been 
enslaved; his mother Florence was born 
free. The couple had six children, worked 
hard and loved music.

• Joplin practiced piano in the houses that 
his mother cleaned for a living; she finally 
saved up enough money to buy him a piano.

• He wrote two operas, a lost symphony, 
and many rags.

• He taught many aspiring young musicians.

• Ragtime music has syncopated (off-beat) melody 
on top of a march-like accompaniment.

• He wrote many catchy rags loved by people from 
all backgrounds, all over the world.

• He pioneered ragtime and greatly influenced 
American music: jazz, blues, swing, bebop, and 
rock'n'roll.

Facts about The King of Ragtime




