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RHYTHM (Duration: Quarter Note and Half Note)
LISTENING; PERFORMING; RELATING; SINGING (in Extension)

grades K-2

Lesson #3: A Bear’s Story (Berlioz the Bear)

National Core Music Standard – Artistic Process #2:
Performing
National Core Music Standard – Artistic Process #3:
Responding
National Core Music Standard – Artistic Process #4:
Connecting

Ohio 2012 Standards:
(Progress Points) 
 
A. Demonstrate how musical elements communicate meaning and emotion by playing [singing or moving to] music. 
B. Recognize the use of music for various purposes by performers and listeners in a variety of cultures. 
E. Use digital technology to listen to and study music recognizing instruments, voices, ensembles and musical forms 
[ostinato, encore]. 
F. Form and express opinions about music they hear in [formal and] informal [live and] recorded performances. 

Critical Thinking Skills (measurable verbs, Bloom’s Taxonomy)
Recognize; describe/discuss/express; demonstrate/practice/use; apply/dramatize

Common Core–Connections:
vocabulary for Word Wall: orchestra, gala ball, double bass, schnauzer, billy goat, mule, plow 
horse, hindquarters, entrance, encore; ostinato

Conceptual Learning (“I can…” or “I demonstrated/showed that music can…”)
Music can tell a story, and can sound like things in nature, objects, or events, that is, narrative 
(“stories”); I can dramatize or “act out the story” and include music and sounds. can tell you the 
name of a famous piece of music about a bumblebee , which famous composer wrote it for an 
orchestra to play – and the story behind it.

Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) or Objectives:
Students will listen to the story while participating with visuals, and dramatize the story by 
choosing various characters or events to represent with music and instruments. Students 
will build upon their previous skill in Lesson #1. Students will create an accompaniment to 
the story using instruments and voices as well as available raw materials such as clean 
recycled containers or “found sounds” within their classroom. Students will evaluate the 
class’ performance and creativity. (See Assessment: Formative and Summative, and Student 
Evaluations.
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Materials:
• recording of “Flight of the Bumblebee” by Nikolai Rimsky–Korsakov
• Visual: Rhythm for Berlioz the Bear (grades K–2)
• book by Jan Brett, Berlioz the Bear. (1991). New York: Scholastic Inc. (available at amazon.
com)
• Exit Slip for K–5
• rhythm sticks (one smooth & one ridged) for each student (or every other student, then pass 
off); (1st and 2nd grade): can add guiros with scrapers (optional)
• medium-to-large space for acting out the story (Extension only)
• Circle singing game for Bee, Bee, Bumblebee (Extension only) 

Sequence:
1. Tell the class you need their help to tell a special story, and that there will be sounds they 
will need to make to help out; they will be using some types of notes they can already count: 
ta (quarter note, single clap) and ta-a (half note, a clap and shake downward with both hands 
together). “Watch and be my echo.” Clap the following rhythm at a moderate tempo: ta, ta, ta-a    
[Skip, insert notation here]

2. Next, do the same rhythm but “clap twice with a 2-finger clap in the palm of your other hand – 
‘tap, tap’” for the two quarter notes and “slide your hand down from the elbow on the other arm 
– ‘sli-ide’” for the half note.

3. Next, instead of “tap, tap, sli-ide” use the words “zoom, zoom, buzz-zzz.” Explain that these 
words will occur in the story you are about to tell and that when you cue them (point to them), 
they say those words and do those actions to show two short sounds followed by one longer 
sound. “I wonder how those sounds are going to be used in our story? That’s a mystery, isn’t 
it? Does anyone want to guess what thing this might sound like in a story?” (share guesses, but 
don’t reveal the answer – a bumblebee)

4. (1st and 2nd grade): Have students write in the air how to notate this rhythm. (Can use this 
as Pre-Assessment*; can be written on iPad tablets, on small white boards, or with paper and 
pencil. (See Assessment/Evaluation below.)

5. Next, lead the class in everyone using their pointer fingers to be like rhythm sticks: “tap, tap, 
sli-ide,” where the “sli-ide” is done by scraping across the ridged rhythm stick with the plain one. 
Then, transfer to the actual rhythm sticks (after first reviewing any rules for when we get to play 
instruments in music class). If there are only enough for half of the class to play at one time, 
distribute the rhythm sticks to every other child, then have those children all pass off to their 
‘partner.’ 

6. Display the visual, Rhythm for Berlioz the Bear. “Look at Line 1. How do these pictures look 
like the sounds?” (there are two shorter black boxes followed by one longer white box; this 
matches the rhythm pattern)

http://www.classicsforkids.com/music/music_view.asp%253Fid%253D25
http://www.classicsforkids.com/downloads/rimsky_korsakov/Rhythm,%20Berlioz%20the%20Bear.pdf
http://www.amazon.com/Berlioz-Bear-Jan-Brett/dp/0698113993/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1380732154&sr=8-1&keywords=Jan+Brett%2C+Berlioz+the+Bear
http://www.amazon.com/Berlioz-Bear-Jan-Brett/dp/0698113993/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1380732154&sr=8-1&keywords=Jan+Brett%2C+Berlioz+the+Bear
http://www.classicsforkids.com/teachers/lessonplans/pdfs/rimsky_korsakov/Exit%20slips%20I%20Can%E2%80%A6.pdf
http://www.classicsforkids.com/downloads/rimsky_korsakov/Circle_Game.pdf
http://www.classicsforkids.com/downloads/rimsky_korsakov/Rhythm,%20Berlioz%20the%20Bear.pdf


©Classics for Kids® 2013 - ©Dr. Kay Edwards 2012

7. “Look at Line 2. How do these pictures look like the sounds in the rhythm pattern?” (there are 
still two notes that look the same and one that is different) 

8. “Look at Line 3. How have the pictures changed?” (stems or sticks have been added, and 
the pictures almost look like notes) Point to the notes as the students play the instruments, 
repeating the pattern as an ostinato; then have them do it without your help.

9. “Have your rhythm sticks on the floor in front of you. I’ll tell you when to pick them up to play 
them when it’s called for in the story.” Read the book Berlioz the Bear by Jan Brett to the class, 
showing them the illustrations and allowing them to participate on the “zum, zum, buzz” pattern 
each time it occurs in the story. Note: You can use a starting pitch and have them sing “zum” 
since that’s the double bass playing, then just speak “buzz” using a random buzzing sound the 
students make. Add the slowly played “8 o’clock chime” on a glockenspiel or resonator bar at the 
appropriate place, having it continue through the action to correspond to the story.

10. On the last page of the book, explain what an encore is (an extra piece that a performer or 
performing group might play after the last piece they had planned to play on a concert, since 
the audience loved it so much). “Can you guess what famous extra piece the animal orchestra 
played – a piece that has to do with a bee, that we’ve learned about recently?” (“Flight of the 
Bumblebee”)

11. Play the recording of “Flight of the Bumblebee” and challenge the students to tap the rhythm 
pattern we used today, while listening to the recorded music, using their pointer finger ‘rhythm 
sticks.’ Get them started and then see if they can keep the pattern going without your help.

Closure/Questions:
1. (Common Core) Review the meaning and use of the vocabulary words from this story; add 
them to the Word Wall.
2. “What do we call a repeated pattern in music?” (an ostinato)

Assessment/Evaluation:
*Pre-Assessment (1st and 2nd grade): “How would you write this rhythm pattern with pictures or 
with stick notation?”
[Name of Student] can notate a pattern of two quarter notes followed by one half note:
with stick notation, accurately: 

____Yes
____Somewhat
____Not Yet 

Formative and Summative Assessment:
[Name of Student] can perform a rhythm pattern of two quarter notes followed by one half note 
with their hands and with rhythm sticks, with a steady beat and accurate playing technique:

____Yes
____Somewhat
____Not Yet 

http://www.classicsforkids.com/composers/bio.asp?id=57
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Summative Assessment: Exit Slip Self-Evaluation
Teacher reads: I can perform a rhythm pattern of two quarter notes followed by one half note 
with their hands and with rhythm sticks, with a steady beat and accurate playing technique. 
Students choose corresponding face to indicate how they rate their own learning of the rhythm 
pattern. 

Have students place their Rubrics/Exit Slips in their Music Listening Portfolio.

Extensions and Follow-up Lessons:
1. Add acting to the story of Berlioz the Bear. Everyone in the class is either an Animal 
Character, Animal Musician, Narrator (can be the teacher), or Glockenspiel player (to chime 8 
o’clock at the right point in the story). Perform the musical play for others.

Animal Characters:
Berlioz the Bear
Mule (Plow Horse)
Rooster
Tabby Cat
Schnauzer
Billy Goat
Ox
Bumblebee
Animal Musicians (any amount)
Animal Audience/Dancers (any amount)

2. Watch a video of 7-year-old Shuan Hern Lee playing this piece, found at www.youtube.
com. “Can you tell that it’s the same piece? How? Is the melody the same? What is the biggest 
difference between hearing the boy play it and the first recording I played for you?” (One is only 
audio, the other is video; one is orchestra, the other is piano)

3. Learn the Bee, Bee, Bumblebee singing game.

http://www.classicsforkids.com/teachers/lessonplans/pdfs/rimsky_korsakov/Exit%20slips%20I%20Can%E2%80%A6.pdf
https://youtu.be/VjVaZt1VT44
http://www.classicsforkids.com/downloads/rimsky_korsakov/Circle_Game.pdf

