
©Classics for Kids® 2014 - ©Dr. Kay Edwards 2014

RHYTHM (Beat; Tempo)
MOVING; LISTENING; DESCRIBING; CREATING; RELATING

grades K-2
Lesson #3: Comparing Two Versions of the Same Piece

National Core Music Standard – Artistic Process #3:
Responding
National Core Music Standard – Artistic Process #4:
Connecting

Ohio 2012 Standards:
(Progress Points) 
 
B. Recognize the use of music for various purposes by performers and listeners in a variety of 

cultures. 
E. Use digital technology to listen to and study music recognizing instruments, voices, 

ensembles and musical forms. 
F. Form and express opinions about music they hear in [formal and] informal [live and] 

recorded performances. 

Critical Thinking Skills (measurable verbs)
Recognize/identify; describe/discuss/express; read; analyze; demonstrate/practice/use; apply

Common Core Connections (language arts or math)
language arts: Learn and use vocabulary: melody, instrument, version, arrangement, ensemble, 
texture for a Word Wall. Understand that music is often a type of language or communication, or 
used for a specific purpose; it is a universal. Learn to compare two versions of the same musical 
piece or selection.
mathematics: Venn diagram, intersection, grids, discussion

Conceptual Learning Statements (“I can…” or “I demonstrated/showed that music 
can…”; “I never knew that…”. Also, “We can…” or “We demonstrated that…”)
I can compare the similarities and differences of two versions of the same piece of music using 
a Venn diagram. I can discuss musical elements in two versions, such as melody, texture, 
and timbre. Textures and timbres often determine the differences between different types of 
performing groups or ensembles playing the same melody (in a ‘piece’ or ‘selection’.) I can apply 
my discovery/understanding that the same music (the same melody) can be played differently by 
a different number of performers (textures) or with different instruments (timbres or tone colors).
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Student Learning Objectives (SLOs) or Behavioral Outcomes:
Students will listen comparatively to two different versions of the well-known piece, “Promenade” 
from Pictures at an Exhibition by Mussorgsky, by first listening to the original version for piano 
and discussing specific aspects or elements of the music, using music vocabulary; then, 
listening to another recorded version of the same piece for orchestra. Students will watch 
comparatively (and listen to) two arrangements or renditions (versions) by different performers 
and recording artists found on www.youtube.com. Students will use the vocabulary words with 
attention to syntax and discourse (their written and verbal usage) to address Common Core for 
this lesson; add vocabulary to the Word Wall.

Note to Teacher: This lesson involves clips from youtube. Follow school protocol about any 
necessary prior permission to use video in the classroom. Always check video clips ahead of 
time and cue them; some links may change, inappropriate commercials may precede a clip, and 
inappropriate posted comments may be in view at the bottom of the screen.

Materials:
• video recording of “Promenade” by Modest Mussorsky (Version #1, the original version for 

piano): from 0:00–1:23
• video recording of “Promenade” by Modest Mussorsky (Version #2, the famous version 

orchestrated by the composer Maurice Ravel, for orchestra): from 0:00–1:43
• Listening Comparison Grid: “Promenade” (Grades K–2) 
• Venn Diagram Template for Versions 1 & 2 
• Listening Map for “The Chicks in Their Shells” (Ballet of the Unhatched Chicks) by 

Mussorgsky [for Extension only]

Sequence:
1. Have the recording on as students enter the room; see if the students remember its title and 

composer from a previous lesson. “What is the music depicting?” (walking through an art 
exhibition at an art gallery)  

2. Display the grid, Listening Comparison Grid: “Promenade”. Point out or list on the board the 
following terms: melody, tempo (speed), texture (the number of instruments and different 
parts), timbre/tone color/instrumentation (the instrument sounds used). Discuss what these 
terms mean. 

3. Next, play the video recording of “Promenade” by Modest Mussorsky, and refer to it as 
Version #1 (the Original, for piano), from 0:00–1:23.  
 
Explain that original version means “performed the way the composer wrote it and had it 
played,” 

4. Play the next video recording of “Promenade” by Modest Mussorsky, and refer to it as 
Version #2 (for orchestra), from 0:00–1:43.

www.youtube.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sCbKfqf9TPg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W0-lJVmsDXg
http://www.classicsforkids.com/downloads/mussorgsky/Listening_Comparison_Grid_PromenadeK-2.pdf
http://www.classicsforkids.com/downloads/mussorgsky/Venn_Diagram_2_versions.pdf
http://www.classicsforkids.com/downloads/mussorgsky/Chicks_in_Their_Shells.pdf
http://www.classicsforkids.com/downloads/mussorgsky/Listening_Comparison_Grid_PromenadeK-2.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sCbKfqf9TPg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W0-lJVmsDXg
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5. Compare the two; go through each chosen musical element (melody, texture, timbre/tone 
color) and decide as a class if these were the same (or similar) or different; fill in the grid by 
adding checkmarks in the corresponding column and other descriptors. “What type or kind 
of performing group is used in each version?” (soloist in Version #1; full orchestra in Version 
#2) “How does the texture (number of performers or separate instrument parts) and timbre 
(tone quality or unique sound) of the instruments make each version different and exciting 
in its own way?” (share answers). “Which do you like better, and why?” (share answers; 
encourage students to express their opinion) 

6. Guide the class in how to compare the two versions, filling out the X’s on the Listening 
Comparison Grid: “Promenade” (Grades K–2) together, or, analyze together in order to arrive 
at the answers. 
 
melody: the same in these two versions 
texture: different between these two versions: just one instrument in Version #1; big (large) 
group in Version #2 
timbre/type of ensemble (instrumentation): different between these two versions: one 
piano in Version #1; an orchestra of many players on different instruments in Version #2 

7. Introduce the Venn Diagram Template for Versions 1 & 2 as a means of graphically 
representing or presenting the information in the grid. Explain that each circle represents a 
version of the piece we just listened to: #1 is the piano version; #2 is the orchestra version. 
Correlate the X’s made on the Listening Comparison Grid: “Promenade” (Grades K–2) to the 
Venn Diagram and write “melody” in the center where the two circles intersect, explaining 
that the melody is the same in Version #1 and Version #2. Write “one instrument” or “solo” 
in the circle for Version #1 and “many instruments” or “big group” in the circle for Version #2. 
Write “piano” in the circle for Version #1 and “orchestra” in the circle for Version #2.

Closure/Questions:
1. Ask questions of the class that refer back to the SLOs and Conceptual Learning or “I can…” 

statements. 

2. “Which version was your favorite and why (stated using music vocabulary)?” 

3. (2nd grade, optional): Introduce the term ensemble, to refer to the type of performing group. 

http://www.classicsforkids.com/downloads/mussorgsky/Listening_Comparison_Grid_PromenadeK-2.pdf
http://www.classicsforkids.com/downloads/mussorgsky/Listening_Comparison_Grid_PromenadeK-2.pdf
http://www.classicsforkids.com/downloads/mussorgsky/Venn_Diagram_2_versions.pdf
http://www.classicsforkids.com/downloads/mussorgsky/Listening_Comparison_Grid_PromenadeK-2.pdf
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Assessment/Evaluation:
1. Formative Assessment: 
[Name of Student] contributes his or her ideas to a class discussion:
 5…all of the time 
 4…most of the time 
 3…some of the time 
 2-1…very seldom or not yet 

2. Formative Assessment: 
[Name of Student or Small Group] expresses his or her opinions in a class discussion:
 5…all of the time 
 4…most of the time 
 3…some of the time 
 2-1…not yet, or only with help

3. Formative Assessment: 
[Name of Student] can accurately correlate the identified Common Core connections between 
vocabulary words used in this lesson and their meaning, and understands how these (selected) 
vocabulary words can apply to music:
 5…all of the time 
 4…most of the time 
 3…some of the time 
 2-1…not yet, or only with help

4. Summative Assessment: 
[Name of student] uses musical vocabulary in describing the reasons for their opinions about 
(preferences for) one of two versions of the same piece of music:
 5…all of the time 
 4…most of the time 
 3…some of the time 
 2-1…not yet, or only with help

Note: Keep track of assessments, to inform your instruction and to differentiate it. If 
desired, have students keep track of their own Rubrics using a Music Listening Portfolio.

Extensions and Follow-up Lessons:
1. Listen to another piece by Mussorgsky from Pictures at an Exhibition, using the Listening 

Map for “The Chicks in Their Shells” (Ballet of the Unhatched Chicks) by Mussorgsky. 

2. Find out more about the composer, Modest Mussorgsky.  

3. Listen to another movement from Pictures at an Exhibition on the Classics for Kids CD set, 
entitled “Gnomes.”

http://www.classicsforkids.com/downloads/mussorgsky/Chicks_in_Their_Shells.pdf
http://www.classicsforkids.com/downloads/mussorgsky/Chicks_in_Their_Shells.pdf
http://classicsforkids.com/composers/composer_profile.php?id=47
https://secure2.convio.net/cpr/site/Ecommerce/390168608?VIEW_PRODUCT=true&product_id=1080&store_id=1101
http://www.classicsforkids.com/music/hearthemusic.php?id=15

