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GRADES 5–6 (ADAPT AS GRADE APPROPRIATE)

LESSON #5: CLASS ART OR VIDEO 
PROJECT FOR “JUPITER” FROM 
THE PLANETS BY GUSTAV HOLST
STANDARDS

• National Core Music Standard – Artistic 
Process #1: Creating

• National Core Music Standard – Artistic 
Process #2: Performing

• National Core Music Standard – Artistic Process #3: Responding
• National Core Music Standard – Artistic Process #4: Connecting 

Ohio 2012 Standards: (Progress Points – adaptations by Author in brackets) 

A. Demonstrate how musical elements communicate meaning and emotion by 
[playing, singing or] moving to music. 

B. Recognize the use of music for various purposes by performers and listeners in a 
variety of cultures. 

C. Create music in simple forms to be performed with dance, drama, or in response 
to a work of visual art.

D. Individually and collaboratively select ideas and a media form of the day to create 
(express) pieces. 

E. Use digital technology to listen to and study music recognizing instruments, 
[voices, ensembles] and musical forms. 

F. Form and express opinions about music they hear in [formal and] informal [live 
and] recorded performances. 

CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS (MEASURABLE VERBS, BLOOM’S TAXONOMY) 
Recognize; express; demonstrate/practice/use; apply/dramatize

CONCEPT AREAS:
ALL ELEMENTS OF MUSIC
INTERPRETING; RELATING; CREATING

http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/Fine-Arts
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CURRICULAR CONNECTIONS (LANGUAGE ARTS – CHOOSE TO FIT GRADE LEVEL)    
Vocabulary for Word Wall:
composer, artist, film music, soundtrack, steady beat, tempo
(the speed of the beat), accelerate, (non-locomotor) movement, form (same, different, 
similar); excerpt; [Also, all musical terms (especially Italian) that apply to the sections 
used for this lesson]

Non-music Vocabulary: excerpt; jollity; interdependent
Art: artist, medium/media, abstract; realist

CONCEPTUAL LEARNING – MUSICAL UNDERSTANDING  
       

• Music can be composed to describe an object or thing. In this case, the 
composer thought the planet Jupiter had a happy effect on human nature 
and brought a jolly, fun, or joyous influence. 

• Just as a composer creates music, we can create visual art to correlate to a 
musical work. A composer of music and a visual artist (who draws, paints, creates 
objects) are both considered “creative artists” or “artists.”

• A musical excerpt is a short segment of a larger or longer piece.

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES/OUTCOMES/SKILL-BASED LEARNING TARGET: (“STUDENTS WILL…” &/OR “I 
CAN…” AND/OR “WE CAN…”) 

1. I can create visual images that fit the musical elements or characteristics of an 
excerpt or section of a larger piece. 

2. To correlate with one or more musical elements, I can create a visual video 
sequence with a section from this music about the planet Jupiter, working as a 
member of a cooperative small group. We can identify the musical elements or 
terms of our chosen segment or excerpt.

3. Students will work in Cooperative Learning groups of 3-5 students in order to 
utilize a section of “Jupiter” as a soundtrack for a video of artwork they create. 

4. I can analyze and describe (figure out and talk about) Musical Elements in 
“Jupiter” by Holst, such as Rhythm/Steady Beat/Tempo/Meter; Melody; Form; Tone 
Color/Timbre; Texture/Harmony; Expressive Qualities – and Italian musical terms. 
 
*See Assessment: Formative and Summative, and Group Processing and Peer 
Evaluations. 
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MATERIALS: 

• Visual, Image of Planet Jupiter
• Photo of Gustav Holst
• Classics for Kids recording of “Jupiter” from The Planets by Gustav Holst
• Optional: recording of “Jupiter” from The Planets by Holst, synthesizer version by 
Isao Tomita (available from iTunes)
• room for small groups to work in separate areas
• Peer Evaluation Slips
• Group Processing Slips

SEQUENCE: 

1. Ask the class if they have heard of the 
planet Jupiter before. (Share answers.) 
Show where Jupiter is on a map of our solar 
system in relation to Earth. Show a more 
close-up photo of Jupiter using the Visual, 
Image of Planet Jupiter.  

2. Display Photo of Gustav Holst. Share that 
this composer (review meaning) from 
England, Gustav Holst, once wrote music 
for every planet and what he thought 
the planet would be like, along with its 
nickname. He called Jupiter the “bringer of 
jollity.” See if someone in the class knows 
what the word jolly means (fun, happy, has 
joy, etc.).  

3. Have students create original art (abstract 
or realist), with the intent of combining 
them as videos, using the music of “Jupiter” as “film music” or a soundtrack for 
a specific segment of the music. Everything in the class video will be around the 
theme of Jupiter as the bringer of jollity. Here are some sample prompts: 

4. Share what the Artistic and Social Skills will be needed for this project. 
Artistic Skill: Interpret and Create 
Social Skill: Everyone in the group contributes ideas and has an important part of 
the whole project 

TEACHER RESOURCE: 
PROJECT DESIGN PROMPTS
What is something that makes you happy? 
What are some things that make many 
people happy?
What is something that is fun or enjoyable 
for you to do? What are some things that 
many people enjoy doing?
What is something that is funny? What are 
some things that many people think are 
funny?
What is something that brings joy? What are 
some things that bring many people joy?

http://www.classicsforkids.com/downloads/holst/Holst_Jupiter_Photo.jpg
http://www.classicsforkids.com/downloads/holst/Holst_Photo.jpg
http://www.classicsforkids.com/music/hearthemusic.php?id=36
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B004RRVB1Y?ie=UTF8&tag=wvxuorg-20&camp=1789&linkCode=xm2&creativeASIN=B004RRVB1Y
http://www.classicsforkids.com/downloads/holst/Peer_Evaluation_Slips.pdf
http://www.classicsforkids.com/downloads/holst/group_processing_sheet.pdf
http://www.classicsforkids.com/downloads/holst/Holst_Jupiter_Photo.jpg
http://www.classicsforkids.com/downloads/holst/Holst_Jupiter_Photo.jpg
http://www.classicsforkids.com/downloads/holst/Holst_Photo.jpg
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5. Divide the “Jupiter” recording among four or five groups of five students each (or, 
adapt numbers as needed), using the following timestamps from the Classics for 
Kids recording of “Jupiter”: 

A Section 
Group #1 “Allegro giocoso”    0:00–1:00    
Group #2 “Molto pesante (a tempo)”    1:00–1:39    
Group #3 “Arco, stringendo, piu mosso…Tempo I” 1:40–3:09   
 
B Section 
Group #4 “Andante maestoso”    + Coda  3:10–4:56 
 
A’ Section 
Group #1 “Tempo I” – like Allegro giocoso   4:56–6:01   
Group #2 Like Molto pesante section   6:02–6:42 
Group #3 Like Arco section    6:42–7:21 
 
B’ Section + Coda 
Group #4 or #5 Lento maestoso – (like Andante maestoso section) 
….plus Coda       7:22–end 

6. Explain that each group will design artwork (abstract or realist, as Art Teacher 
decides) as visuals for their specific excerpt or segment of the music. (Assign 
students to Cooperative Groups, after explaining the entire project.) Review how 
the groups will function, and how to get started. Explain that everyone in the 
group has a specific role to fulfill and that it takes everyone in the group working 
well together in order to complete the task; the term for this is interdependent. 
Sample roles for each student are the following: 

a. Materials Coordinator (plays the recording if using headphones, gets 
supplies and returns them)

b. Secretary/Notater (writes down plans and ideas of the group)
c. Checker/Encourager (makes sure everyone’s ideas are heard, provides 

encouragement to stay on task)
d. Director
e. Producer 

7. Allow several class periods, or coordinate with the Art or Media Teachers on 
your school staff to allow the student groups to work on their original artwork or 
designs. 

8. Have each Cooperative Group video-record* their completed project, with the 
sound track of their particular segment of “Jupiter.” As a class, decide upon 

http://www.classicsforkids.com/music/hearthemusic.php?id=36
http://www.classicsforkids.com/music/hearthemusic.php?id=36
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criteria to evaluate the videos of the project in advance and write them on the 
board.  

9. Group Processing: “What could we improve upon?” Share responses. 
Consider performing the video of the artwork for the classroom teacher, or 
perhaps showcase it at your school’s arts festival or a school board meeting. 

10. Select words from the list given at the beginning of this lesson; go over the 
meaning of these vocabulary words and how they are used when describing 
music; use academic language related to music, including Italian musical terms; 
describe language function (add to Word Wall).

CLOSURE/QUESTIONS: 

1. “What is the name of this piece?” (“Jupiter”) 
2. “Who composed this piece?” (Gustav Holst)
3. “Why do you think so many people like this piece of music? What do you like 

about it?” (share answers)
4. “What parts of music did our art work show or emphasize?” (share answers) 

“What is the form of music? Can you explain what it refers to?” (the sections 
or segments of the music and whether they are the same, different, or similar 
to one another)

5. Refer to the vocabulary listed for this lesson and see if students know what 
the words or terms mean (such as tempo, form, etc.). “What words have been 
added to our Word Wall today? What does each word mean, and how do 
we use it to describe music?” Share answers, and elaborate on the language 
function and academic language of each word in relation to music and other 
connections. 

6. Refer to the Conceptual Learning, Objectives, and Standards listed at the 
beginning of the lesson plan and guide the class in their understanding and 
application for the following  
“I can” statements:  
“I can use musical terms or elements to describe music such as rhythm, tempo, 
pitch, melody, form, tone color or timbre, texture/harmony,…” or  
“I can apply my musical understanding to a project where I can create 
cooperatively with others.”

ASSESSMENT/EVALUATION: 
 
Formative
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*Each group’s daily work on their project. 

Summative
1. *Have the whole class watch the finished video creations by the groups and 

do Peer Evaluations. Engage the classes with discussion, sharing strengths and 
suggestions about the effectiveness of each group’s video project.

2. Have the Secretary of the cooperative groups fill out a Group Processing 
Sheet for how they felt their small group worked together, after discussing it – 
evaluating to what extent they correctly met the musical/artistic skills and social 
skills component of the lesson.

 
EXTENSIONS, CONNECTIONS, AND FOLLOW-UP LESSONS: 

1. Music: Listen to another movement of Holst’s The Planets, and use it to interpret 
a different kind of artistic expression or medium, such as dance. 

2. Language Arts: Share a children’s storybook about our solar system or space. 
Science: Learn more about the planet Jupiter; learn more about the solar system. 

3. Astrology: Share with students that during the time the composer Gustav Holst 
composed this music, there was a rise of interest in astrology. Ascribing to one 
of the leading astrologists of Holst’s daythought that Jupiter. Holst thought 
Jupiter had to have a jolly or fun influence when it was “in the stars”for you – 
similar to what a horoscope is based upon. 

4. Movie Music: Connect this piece with another symphonic piece about space such 
as movie theme music by the famous living composer John Williams: Star Wars, 
Return of the Jedi, E.T., and others. 

5. Music History: Learn more about Holst’s life by sharing Holst’s biography from 
the Classics for Kids website.  

6. Music: Connect this piece of music and lesson with Classics for Kids lesson plans 
for other programmatic music (music that was written to depict something 
specific):  

• “Spring” from The Four Seasons, by Antonio Vivaldi;
• “Viennese Musical Clock” from Háry Janos Suite by Kodály
• “The Happy Farmer” by Schumann
• “Troika” by Prokofiev
• “Flight of the Bumblebee” by Rimsky-Korsakov

http://www.classicsforkids.com/downloads/holst/Peer_Evaluation_Slips.pdf
http://www.classicsforkids.com/downloads/holst/group_processing_sheet.pdf
http://www.classicsforkids.com/downloads/holst/group_processing_sheet.pdf
http://www.classicsforkids.com/composers/composer_profile.php?id=37
http://www.classicsforkids.com/teachers/lessonplans_detail.php?id=15
http://www.classicsforkids.com/teachers/lessonplans_detail.php?id=6
http://www.classicsforkids.com/teachers/lessonplans_detail.php?id=13
http://www.classicsforkids.com/lessonplans/lessonplans_prokofiev.asp
http://www.classicsforkids.com/teachers/lessonplans_detail.php?id=11

