“Hornpipe” from Water Music

Handel’s Water Music was written for a big party given by King George I of England on the Thames River. King
George just happened to be Handel’s boss in Germany and some people think that Handel wrote Water Music to return to
the King’s good graces. However, it’s more likely that the King simply wanted to impress his guests and asked Handel to
write music especially for the occasion. The party rode down the river on a huge barge and the musicians were on another
boat right next to them. One report said that the King liked the music so much that he had the musicians repeat it three
times.

As you listen to the “Hornpipe” from Handel’s Water Music, can you tell that it was written to be played outdoors?
What is the clue? It is the instruments. Handel used wind instruments, especially horns, because their sound carries much
better outside. Notice how Handel used the instrument families to offset each other. Follow the listening map below. The
form of the "Hornpipe" is ABA. Can you hear the mood of the B section change, while staying light and dancelike? What
instruments did Handel use here? Did he mix them up or keep the families together?
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Write the name of the instrument that is being played on the line
below the musician. Then, write the family of instruments to which it
belongs (brass, strings or woodwinds) underneath.

Circle the one that you hear in “Hornpipe.”

Start

Here
Find the
black note.




