The William Tell Overture
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According to legend, William Tell was an expert with a bow
and arrow who lived in the mountains of Switzerland.

At the time, Switzerland was under the control of Austria
and a nasty ruler named Gessler. Gessler thought that he was so
important that the citizens should salute him even when he wasn’t
there. So, he put his hat on a pole in the center of town and com-
manded the citizens to bow down to it whenever they passed it.

William Tell arrived in town one day with his son and
refused to salute the hat. Gessler was very upset, but instead of
killing William Tell right there he challenged him to shoot an apple
off his son’s head with one shot. If he succeeded, William Tell could
remain free.

William Tell did shoot the apple off his son’s head with a
single arrow. But Gessler noticed that before he tried Tell had taken
two arrows out of his quiver and asked why. Wllliam Tell answered,
“If I had missed, that second arrow would have been headed your
way.” Eventually, William Tell did kill Gessler, an act that started a
Swiss uprising that ultimately forced the Austrian invaders from
Switzerland.
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are five main themes
that come and go. See if
you can find them while
you listen to the Over-
ture. Do any of them A
repeat? Listen closely!




What do you hear?

1. The music begins with a trumpet playing a a. fanfare  b. single note
2. The rhythm in the beginning suggests a. horses  b. solders
3. Theme A comes back a. one time b. three times
4. The percussion instrument you hear most is a. triangle b. snare drum.
5. Dynamics in this music a. change b. don’t change
6. A theme is a melody that you can recognise.
How many different themes are there? a. three b. five ¢ }\f'
7. Each theme is repeated. a. true b. false ~a©s
8. The last sound you hear is a. soft b. loud N
9. The music below is first heard near the a. beginning b. middle
10. This music makes me feel like a. trotting  b. galloping
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Rossini filled his “William Tell Overture” with
dynamics to help the the music tell the dramatic
events of the story. Dynamics are the degree of
loudness or softness in music. Composers use
dynamic markings in the music to tell the musi-
cians how they would like their music performed.
To help you learn the different markings, color
the picture on the right according to the given
markings. Later, listen to the Overture and try to
find the different dynamics that Rossini used in
his magnificent work.

f yellow fortissimo- very loud
f blue forte - loud
mf  dark green  mezzo forte - medium loud
mp  light green  mezzo piano - medium soft
P pink piano - soft
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